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COMMON 
CHARACTERISTICS 

• Management of units 

• For each unit
– Identifying number
– Identifying data
– Classifying (economic, etc.) data
– Statistical data



SIRENE

Exhaustive coverage

Total geographical coverage 

Private Sector

Public Sector

All activities

Metropolitan France

Overseas Departments

St-Pierre and Miquelon 

Foreign



Units managed in Sirene
Legal unit - The support for all obligatory declarations. It 
serves as the legal basis of the enterprise.

Enterprise  ...the smallest combination of legal units, an 
organisational unit of production of goods and  services, 
having decisional autonomy ...

Establishment  -  the distinct and identified 
topographical location where a legal unit (enterprise) 
engages in its activity

Economic establishment  - the totality of the 
localised production resources



LEGAL UNIT /  ENTERPRISE

Identifying data

Economic classification data

Statistical data

SIREN 332 554 237



LEGAL UNIT /  ENTERPRISE

 SIREN identification number

 Name/corporate name, logo.

 Address.

 Sex, date and place of birth for natural  persons.

 Codified legal category with reference to a 200-item 
classification.

Identifying data

SIREN 332 554 237

SIREN



LEGAL UNIT /  ENTERPRISE

Economic classification data

The legal category is also a necessary complement to the activity for 
delineating the areas subject to economic investigation.

SIREN

  Status (active or dormant), dates

  Principal activity engaged in (APE) (date and source of updating)

  Major secondary activities (not yet managed by SIRENE)

  Personnel (date and source of update) as of 31.12.y-1or a more  
recent date 

  Turnover

  Indicator of economic consistency (singularity)



LEGAL UNIT /  ENTERPRISE

Statistical data:

For units in the public sector (links for contribution and  
dependence), singularity link

 Date of founding, cessation, reactivation

 Link with other statistical applications (sampling tool, etc.)

 Presence in associated files

 Link group for the public sector

 Number of establishments

 Number of active establishments

SIREN



ESTABLISHMENT
SIRET

Identifying data

Economic classification data

Statistical data



 SIRET identification number

  Status (headquarters, non-headquarters)

  Business name

  Address of location of the activity

 Mailing address

SIRET

SIRET 32549256900018
                     SIREN

Identifying data

ESTABLISHMENT

Café de Paris



  Status (active or dormant)

  Personnel level (date and source)

  Principal activity of the establishment (APET)

 Singularity code

The singularity code indicates the economic consistency of the unit: the 
unit is qualified as ordinary if it produces goods and services using  
production resources, or else it is qualified as singular.

Economic classification data

ESTABLISHMENT
SIRET



  Date of founding, cessation

  Origin

  Links

   Presence in associated files (administrative, sampling tool, 
file of major establishments, etc.)

SIRET

Statistical data

ESTABLISHMENT



From Legal Units to … 

Industry-Commerce-Services 
(ICS)

(2.42)

Agricultural

(0.67)

Financial

(0.05)

PUBLIC ENTITIES       (0.10)

PRIVATE ENTITIES (0.13)

LEGAL UNITS WITHOUT PRODUCTION

 (1.74)

Numbers in million units
Number of legal units 5.37 million  
Number of establishments 6.10 millions
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Physical persons (legal category =1):  51.2%  Legal entities (legal category =2 to 9)  48.8%   
                     of which commercial companies (legal category =5): 19.3%

                          

Other ordinary legal units

(0.26)

Situation as of 01.01.2000

(3.63)



Tool for 
Inter-administrative management

Statistical tool

THREE PRINCIPAL 
USES OF SIRENE

Dissemination tool



THE INTER-ADMINISTRATIVE FUNCTION 



THE INTER-ADMINISTRATIVE FUNCTION 
REGULATORY TEXTS

1973 directive and rulings

1981 directive

Redistribution of information: Permanent inter-
administrative information system (creations - 

cessations - modifications )
European Regulation of 7/22/1993 
 European-level co-ordination of development
of registers of enterprises used for statistical purposes 

Law of 2/11/1994 and Directive of 5/16/1997

Assignment of Sirene number

The Centres of Formalities of Enterprises

Unique identifying number 



THE INTER-ADMINISTRATIVE FUNCTION 

SOURCING AND UPDATING
OF THE SIRENE REGISTER

• CFE: declarations by enterprises

• Associates (legal, fiscal, social): 
              information from outside CFEs 

• INSEE: administrative surveys and statistics



THE INTER-ADMINISTRATIVE FUNCTION
SOURCING OF THE SIRENE REGISTER

The CFEs

• The CFEs send the declarations to the partners (including 
the INSEE)

• transmission in paper or electronic form

• INSEE assigns the identification number, codifies and 
records the data in the SIRENE register 

• INSEE sends the information 
• to the partners
• to the enterprises

• INSEE disseminates this information



























TAX
ORGA-
NISMS

CFEs

SIRENE   Official forms circuit

ASSOCIATES OF THE CFEs AND OF SIRENEASSOCIATES OF THE CFEs AND OF SIRENE

AVISIR circuit 

LEGAL 
ORGA-
NISMS

SOCIAL
ORGANISMS

Declarant

Declarant



SOURCING OF THE REGISTER (CFE Circuit)

CFE* 
Chamber of  Commerce 

Registrars of commercial courts

* Register of Commerce and 
Societies

* Register of commercial agents

Public entities

Permanent taxpayer file 
(FRP)

Register of 
Craftmanship

Social files

Commercial enterprises
 and companies

Crafts

Professionals

Other taxpayersInput into the register: 
1.5 million documents per year
2.0 million movements per year * CFE: Centre de Formalités des Entreprises

Agriculture

Social organisms

CFE* 
Chamber of  Craftmanship

CFE* 
Chamber of  Agriculture

CFE* 
Organism for collecting social 

security contributions

CFE* 
Tax Centers

SIRENE register
5.4 M enterprises  

6.1 M establishments



REDISTRIBUTION (Sirene or Avisir circuit) 

Social organisms

Enterprises

Contributions 
Collection

Unemployment 
insurance

Complementary 
retirement fund

15 million notices per year, or 18,000 per day
2,800 certificates per day

SIRENE register

* Register of Commerce and Societies
* Register of commercial agents

Registrars of commercial courts
National Institute for Industrial 

Protection (INPI)
* Register of Craftmanship

Chamber of Craftmanship

National Health 
Insurance

* Permanent taxpayer file

Tax OfficeOther Administrative files
Health and social welfare 
entities
Schools and Universities

Banking Network

Labour Inspectorate



Enterprise 
formalities 

bureau (CFE 1)

Tax centre

National old age insurance 
fund for professional 
(CNAVPL), and shop 

owners (ORGANIC)**

National Health Insurance 
fund for non salaried 
workers (CANAM)*

Regional health 
insurance fund  for 

salaried 
workers(CPAM)

National old age insurance 
fund for salaried workers

(CNAVTS)

Trademark and 
copyright office 

(INPI)

Local health 
insurance fund  

for salaried 
workers(CPAM3)

Unemployment  
insurance fund 

(ASSEDIC)

SIRENE
Official forms

A FEW ASSOCIATES OF THE CFEs A FEW ASSOCIATES OF THE CFEs 
AND SIRENE AND SIRENE AND THEIR RELATIONS

AVISIR

Reporting Unit

National old age 
insurance fund for 

craftmanship
(CANCAVA)**

Registrar of 
commercial 

courts

Mutual 
Agricultural 
Social Fund 

(MSA)

Departmental Labour 
and Employment 
Bureau (DDTE2)

Regional Medical 
Fund (CMR)

Center for 
collection of social 

security 
contributions 

(URSSAF)



THE INTER-ADMINISTRATIVE FUNCTION
SOURCING OF THE SIRENE REGISTER

Associates (legal, fiscal, social)

• The associates send INSEE information from 
outside the CFEs

• INSEE compares the register with the associates’ 
files to

• find inactive units
• update certain variables (personnel 

levels, etc.)
• ensure coherence between Sirene and 

the official registers



THE INTER-ADMINISTRATIVE FUNCTION

SOURCING OF THE SIRENE REGISTER
The INSEE

INSEE is manager of the register and guarantees its 
quality. To this end, it may:

– conduct administrative surveys
– use statistical surveys
– mobilise administrative sources

Except in special cases, the enterprise and 
the associates are notified of any modifi-
cation of the register





THE INTER-ADMINISTRATIVE FUNCTION

THE UNIQUE  IDENTIFYING NUMBER

Recall of legislative and regulatory texts:

• Law of 11 February, 1994: governmental entities 
must communicate with the enterprises using a 
unique number

• Directive of 16 March, 1997: the unique number is 
the identification number in the Sirene register 



THE INTER-ADMINISTRATIVE FUNCTION

THE UNIQUE  IDENTIFYING NUMBER

The identification number in the Sirene register has 
now become the identifier for:

– Tax files 
– Social files 
– The trades register
– The commercial register



THE INTER-ADMINISTRATIVE FUNCTION
THE UNIQUE  IDENTIFYING NUMBER

• The unique number is the key to achieving 
concordance of different files (legal, tax, 
social, statistical)

- administrative simplification
- statistical information

• But
– adherence to confidentiality rules
– standardisation of the units and of the 

identification and address variables



THE STATISTICAL FUNCTION



THE STATISTICAL FUNCTION
 Bridge between administrative and 

statistical units, construction of 
statistical units.

 Standardisation of the objects and 
variables to be processed. 

 Sampling database.
 Structural, demographic and economic 

studies.
 Reference system.
 Making files available.



A MODULAR STATISTICAL SYSTEM

Base of 
Local 
Data

OCEAN
Prntg. smplngs.
Survey co-ord.

Declaration
of Company

Data
(DADS)

Employment
surveys

Statistical 
surveys

Unified
tax 

database

SIRENE 
Register



Day-to-day 
processing of 

declarations coming  
from CFEs
Creation of 

databases for 
demography of local 

and legal units

SIRENE

Satellite registers
Large
retail Lodging

Tool for
synchronising
external files

with the register

sub-system
Geographical

Tool for codification 
of building blocks

enterprises (EAE)

Annual
survey on

Tool for handling
restructurings

Annual declaration

of company data

Surveys
of

local units

Unified system
of enterprise 

statistics SUSE

Annual 
accounts

by industry

Permanent 
taxpayer 

file

Major
groups

Survey of financial 
links between legal 

units

Processing

File on 
foreign 

investors

Units where 
State is maj. 
shareholder

.

Employment
In legal and
local units

Tool for creating 
databases for 
dissemination

Tool for compiling 
lists of units from 

the register

Tool for regional 
and local uses of 

the register

legal units

file on
Administrative

employment

Database of
large

Local unit
sampling
database

Tool for sampling
local units

Corp. tax 
forms from 
legal units

Legal unit 
sampling 
database

loc. units 

trade

Tool for sampling

Register of schools 
and universities

Register of health
and social welfare

establishments

Register of 
Commerce 

and societies



Example of USE
OF THE UNIQUE ID NUMBER: 
TDS (Transfer of Social Data)



EXAMPLE OF USE OF THE UNIQUE NUMBER: 
DADS and TDS (Transfer of Social Data)

The DADS  is the 

Annual Declaration of Social Data

• Administrative declaration on employment
• Once a year
• For all enterprises and all local units

which have salaried somebody during the year, 
even part time.



EXAMPLE OF USE OF THE UNIQUE NUMBER: 
DADS and TDS

Data of interest :
• List of employees having worked during the year, 

with their skill

• Compensation paid during the year per employee
• Hours worked during the year

• by employee
• by establishment (SIRET)
• by enterprise (SIREN)



EXAMPLE OF USE OF THE UNIQUE NUMBER: 
DADS and TDS

Participants
• Tax administration 

– verification of the declared employee revenue
– calculation of the tax on wages

• Social administration
– calculation of retirement entitlements
– verification of infra-ann. declarations of the enterprises
– handling of workplace accidents 

• INSEE
– statistical studies on employment and wages
– updating of personnel levels in Sirene



EXAMPLE OF USE OF THE UNIQUE NUMBER: 

DADS and TDS 

• Single annual report form filled in annually 
by the enterprises for the enterprise and its 
local units

• Pre-coded  forms sent out to all enterprises 
by CNAV, with identifying numbers taken 
from Sirene 

• SIREN (enterprise)                                               
• SIRET (establishment)

• Treatment by CNAV.
CNAV = Caise Nationale d’Assurance Vieillesse 

              (Old Age Retirement Fund)



EXAMPLE OF USE OF THE UNIQUE NUMBER: 
DADS and TDS 

• CNAV indicates the legal and local units 
– which had employees in Sirene and have no more
– Which had no employees in Sirene and do have now
    (Sirene is updated accordingly)

• Centralisation by the Caisse Nationale 
d'Assurance Vieillesse (CNAV) (national retirement fund)

• The CNAV then distributes the pertinent 
information to the various partners - fiscal, social, 
and INSEE



Associated Registers



Associated Registers 

• Aims

• Context

• Definition

• Stakes

• Importance et diversity of demand

• Installation

• Current management



Associated Registers: Aims

•Increase the use of the inter-administrative 
Register SIRENE

•Decrease the administrative burden on enterprises 



Associated Registers: Context
• 1973 directive and rulings

• "numéro unique", 

•Need for inter-connexion of information systems
• within a given direction of a Ministry
• within a Ministry
• from a Ministry to another
• across various public organizations

Notes
•SIRET is often present  in the information systems but is not 
managed properly
•There is a need for common controlled identifiers…
•…and for the informations attached to a SIRET in Sirene  



Associated Registers: Definition
 

Associated Register = Data base (1/3)

•managed by a partner of Sirene 

• intended to serve the needs of the partner

•made of entities « close » to the units (SIREN 
and SIRET) of the Register  Sirene 

• Legal and local units as well as units which can be linked 
unambiguously to SIREN ou SIRET (in particular units in 
the State or local administrations).



Associated Registers: Definition
 

Associated Register = Data base (2/3)

• relying on the identification SIREN/SIRET and on 
the characteristics which are associated to it by 
law (name, address, juridical form,…)

•which is « improved » by the knowledge of the 
updates made in the Register Sirene (and which is 
ready to "accomodate«  them)



Associated Registers: Definition
 

Associated Register = Data base (3/3)

• capable, in turn, to forward information allowing 
for the improvement of data in the Register 
Sirene

• linked to the Register Sirene by automatised data 
interchange procedures.



Associated Registers: Stakes
 

for the partners
• benefit from the management of identification and of the 

administration of data performed for Sirene bénéficier
• exchange data with other partners by using the identifiers SIREN 

and SIRET
• administrative simplification for users

for SIRENE
• Assess its mission for identification, within the inter-administrative 

and statistical information systems

• Gather, at an early period, with more accuracy, information relating 
to units SIREN ou SIRET, or to events which they experience

• improve the quality of the data in the Register Sirene



Associated Registers: 
Importance et diversity of demand

(1/2)

Already associated 

• Tax administration and Public Acoountancy for the the Permanent 
Tax Payer Data Base  (BDRP)  and the data base for territorial 
accounts (HELIOS) and, later on the general Information System 
of both administrations (COPERNIC). 

• Ministry of Health for the Register of Health and Social Welfare 
Establishments (FINESS). de la santé pour FINESS



Associated Registers: 
Importance et diversity of demand

(2/2)
Currently preparing or developing an association

• Ministry of Social Affairs for a Register of  pour un répertoire 
des établissements potentially employing establishments

• Ministry of Culture culture for a Register of « Cultural Activity 
Units » 

• Ministry of Tourism for a Register of Accomodation Units

• Ministry of Agriculture for a Register of « unique file » for 
farmers 

• The Unployment Fund (UNEDIC) for a Register of employers

• Ministry of Interior for a Register of private non profit 
organizations (associations)



Associated Registers: Installation

• Definition of the scope: units and activities and/or …

• Initialize (ou re-initialize) the link between the partner’s 
Register and Sirene

• Make clear the characteristics of the partnership and the 
rules of management 

• Establish the ad-hoc human organization

• Establish the ad-hoc technical organization

• Train the partners 
 
 



Associated Registers: 
Current management  

• Afflux d'information à gérer, maintenance des système

• Which organization ?

• Which means ?



Calculation of the principal activity code
APE



The principal activity of an enterprise

• An enterprise may achieve several activities

• APE => facilitate and co-ordinate statistical   
   studies

APE = Activité principale exercée
          Principal activity performed



Principle for calculating APE
• Theoretically, calculation from the 

breakdown of value added by activities 

• But the breakdown of the value added is not 
observable, therefore a proxy has to be 
found:
– the calculation is done from a breakdown by activities:
– of the turnover
– of the number of salarees

• The starting point is the turnover



Principle for calculating APE

• The calculation is made in two steps :
–  determination of NAF section (using turnover, 

turnover from trade being divided by 3)

– determination of the NAF code of APE
• with the use of breakdown of the number of salarees 

if the NAF section is in a manufacture industry
• with the use of breakdown of the turnover if the NAF 

section is in a service industry



Example of calculation (1/2)
CA = Turnover

   

Manuf.industry
CA total = 290000

Commerce
CA total = 200000

service
CA total=50000

29
CA=150000

34
CA=140000

291
CA=150000

291A
CA=50000

291B
CA=100000

341
 CA=72000

343
CA=68000

341Z
CA=72000

343Z
CA=68000

50
CA=200000

501
CA = 200000

501Z
CA=600000

CA for calculation  :
200000

74
CA=50000

748
CA=50000

748K
CA = 50000



Example of calculation (2/2)

  

Industrie

salarees= 2000
Commerce

CA total = 200000
service

CA total=50000

29
salarees=800

34
salarees=1200

291
salarees=800

291A
salarees=100

291B
salarees=700

341
salarees=650

343
salarees=550

341Z
salarees=650

343Z
effectif=550

50
CA=200000

501
CA = 200000

501Z
CA=600000

CA for calculation  :
200000

74
CA=50000

748
CA=50000

748K
CA = 50000



Various  APE 
for annual surveys on enterprises

• The launching APE called APEL 
– It comes from the sampling frame and has been updated 

after the annual survey of the previous year

• The calculated APE called APEC
– The APE which is calculated from the present annual 

survey

• The stabilized calculated APE called APECS
– The APE which follows rules of stability in order for an 

enterprise not to change its APE at each survey 

• The APE forced by the survey operators



APECS

– Takes into account the APE of N-1

– The number of salarees corresponding 
in the present survey to the APE of 
the previous survey receive a sur-
weight of 20%

– Aim : not to change the APE too often



Example of calculation of APECS
The previous APE was 343Z

 

Manuf.Industry
salarees= 2110

Commerce
CA total = 200000

service
CA total=50000

29
salarees=800

34
salarees=1310

2
91

salarees=800

291A
salarees=100

291B
salarees=700

341
salarees=650

343
salarees=660

341Z
salarees=650

343Z
salarees=550

Salar. for calculation : 660

50
CA=200000

501
CA = 200000

501Z
CA=600000

CA for calculation  :
200000

74
CA=50000

748
CA=50000

748K
CA = 50000



Tabulation APE 
also called APE in EAE

It is the APECS except :

– If the calculation is unsuccessful, in which case
•  APE=APEC or APEL

– If the operator has forced the APE

EAE = Enquête Annuelle d’Entreprise
            Annual Survey on Enterprises



Changing the APE

– The sampling base (in the tool for 
managing Annual Surveys on 
Enterprises=OCEAN) is updated 

– SIRENE is automatically updated
• The EAE is one of the sources from which the APE can 

be legally modified in Sirene

• Some controls are performed to check the 
consistency of the APE of the enterprise (APEN) and 
those of its local units (APET), in particular for multi-
local units enterprises


